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LOS ANGELES MASTER CHORALE 
PRESENTS EXPANDED CHORAL VERSION OF DAVID LANG’S 
PULITZER PRIZE-WINNING THE LITTLE MATCH GIRL PASSION 
AND U.S. PREMIERE OF JAMES NEWTON’S MASS

Sunday, November 13, 2011, 7 pm, at Walt Disney Concert Hall

Program also Features Pair of Bach Motets

The Los Angeles Master Chorale, one of the world’s preeminent professional choirs acclaimed for its profound versatility, pairs two intimate Bach motets with two contemporary works influenced by the Baroque composer Sunday, November 13, 2011, 7 pm, at Walt Disney Concert Hall.  Music Director Grant Gershon conducts an expanded choral version of David Lang’s Pulitzer Prize-winning the little match girl passion, which is based on the Hans Christian Andersen story and also borrows text from Bach’s St. Matthew Passion, and the U.S. premiere of James Newton’s jazz-tinged Mass, flavored by Charles Mingus, Messiaen and Bach.  Rounding out the program are two Bach motets for double chorus – Singet dem Herrn ein neues Lied and Fürchte dich nicht.


“This is the most intimate concert in an intimate season,” Gershon says.  “It’s also wonderfully symmetric in its musical arch with elements of Bach woven throughout the program.”

Critics across the country have hailed the little match girl passion as one of the most original choral compositions of the new century since its riveting premiere in Carnegie Hall.  The Los Angeles Times described the piece as a “missive from heaven…a stunner” and credits Lang with finding “a radiantly hip spiritual core to a maudlin story that stubbornly refuses to go out of fashion.”  The New York Times proclaims, “With this work – one of the most moving and original scores of recent years – Lang has solidified his standing as an American master.”  The Washington Post declares, “I don’t think I’ve ever been so moved…(it) is unlike any music I know.”

Composer, flutist, conductor and professor James Newton, who has shared the stage with Gershon to co-conduct the Chorale in Disney Hall on three occasions and has composed some sixty works for orchestra, chamber orchestra, choir and jazz orchestra, crafted his heartfelt Mass with influences ranging from Medieval counterpoint and Bach to the hard bop and free jazz of Charles Mingus.  Premiered in Italy as a vocal quartet, the dense, spare and reflective piece is performed with seven instruments, four soloists and 32 members of the Chorale.

Concert tickets range from $19 to $134.  Student Rush seats are $10 and may be purchased at the box office two hours before the performance, if available.  For tickets and information, please call (213) 972-7282, or visit www.lamc.org.  (Tickets cannot be purchased at the Walt Disney Concert Hall Box Office except on concert days starting two hours prior to the performance.)  The Walt Disney Concert Hall is located at 111 South Grand Avenue at First Street in downtown Los Angeles.

EDITORS: Please note Calendar Listing

EVENT:

Los Angeles Master Chorale 


ARTISTS:

Los Angeles Master Chorale

Grant Gershon, Conductor
WHEN:

Sunday, November 13, 2011 at 7 pm 

(6 pm - “Listen Up!” pre-concert conversation with Grant Gershon, KUSC host Alan Chapman and James Newton)
PROGRAM:
BACH



Singet dem Herrn ein neues Lied
JAMES NEWTON

Mass 
BACH



Fürchte dich nicht

DAVID LANG


the little match girl passion
VENUE:
Walt Disney Concert Hall   

111 S. Grand Avenue   

Los Angeles, CA 90012

TICKET PRICES:
Concert Tickets: $19 - $134; 

Student Rush Tickets: $10, may be purchased at box office two hours prior to performance, based on availability; 

TICKETS/INFORMATION:
213-972-7282      

www.lamc.org     

(Tickets cannot be purchased at the Walt Disney Concert Hall Box Office except 

on concert day starting 2 hours prior to performance.)
 # # #


ABOUT THE ARTISTS

Giving a voice to Walt Disney Concert Hall, the Grammy-nominated LOS ANGELES MASTER CHORALE (LAMC), is led by Music Director Grant Gershon.  The New York Times calls the choir “inspired,” and The New York Observer declares it “a superb vocal ensemble.”  The Chorale is currently in its 48th season as a resident company of the Music Center of Los Angeles County and its 9th as the resident chorus at Disney Hall.  Presenting its own concert series each season, it performs choral music from the earliest writings to the most recent contemporary compositions.  To date, the choir has commissioned 27 and premiered 69 new works, of which 44 were world premieres, and has been awarded three ASCAP/Chorus America Awards for Adventurous Programming.  Additionally, the Chorale has performed in more than 270 concerts with the Los Angeles Philharmonic at both Disney Hall and the Hollywood Bowl and has also appeared at the Ojai Festival, the Great Performers series at Lincoln Center, and at Overture Center in Madison, Wisconsin, as well as in leading venues throughout the Southland.  Its discography includes four CDs under Gershon’s baton. A fifth CD with Gershon, to be released in Fall 2012 on Decca, will feature three works by Polish composer Henryk Górecki.  LAMC previously released three CDs under Music Director Emeritus Paul Salamunovich on RCM, including the Grammy-nominated Lauridsen-Lux Aeterna.  The Chorale is also featured with Gershon on the soundtracks of such major motion pictures as Charlie Wilson’s War, Lady in the Water, and License to Wed.  Serving more than 30,000 audience members of all ages annually, the Los Angeles Master Chorale also provides education outreach to some 6,000 students each year.

GRANT GERSHON, who was named Music Director of the Los Angeles Master Chorale in 2001 and also serves as LA Opera Associate Conductor/Chorus Master, has garnered tremendous critical acclaim. The Los Angeles Times proclaims that the Chorale "has become the most exciting chorus in the country under Grant Gershon." During his tenure with the Chorale he has led over 100 performances at the Walt Disney Concert Hall, including virtually all of the major choral works.  Also well known as a champion of new music, Gershon has led world premiere performances of works by Louis Andriessen, Christopher Rouse, Meredith Monk, Steve Reich, and Chinary Ung among many others. His discography includes two Grammy Award-nominated recordings: Sweeney Todd (New York Philharmonic Special Editions) and Ligeti’s Grand Macabre (Sony Classical); as well as four CDs with the Chorale: Glass-Salonen (RCM), You Are (Variations) (Nonesuch), Daniel Variations (Nonesuch), and A Good Understanding (Decca).  In New York he has appeared on the Great Performers series at Lincoln Center and on the Making Music series at Zankel Hall. Other major appearances include performances at the Ravinia, Aspen, Edinburgh, Helsinki and Vienna Festivals.  He has worked closely with many leading conductors, including Claudio Abbado, Pierre Boulez, Gustavo Dudamel, Lorin Maazel, Zubin Mehta, Simon Rattle and Esa-Pekka Salonen. In 2007, Gershon conducted the Minnesota Opera’s world premiere of Ricky Ian Gordon’s opera The Grapes of Wrath, which was recorded live for PS Classics.   In 2008, he made his highly acclaimed Los Angeles Opera debut leading eight performances of Verdi’s La Traviata.  Last fall he conducted LA Opera’s critically acclaimed production of Daniel Catán’s Il Postino featuring Plácido Domingo, and made his Santa Fe Opera debut in 2011, conducting Peter Sellars’ new production of Vivaldi’s Griselda. Gershon was named Outstanding Alumnus of the USC Thornton School of Music and is a member of the Board of Advisors for the Thornton School and the Board of Directors of Chorus America.

Artists, program and ticket prices subject to change.
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